2yO                                THE    SCENE     CHANGES
Mar. 18. Von der Goltz left to-day for America.* The account of
this case was to have been published together with Von der Goltz's
statement, but the American Government changed its mind and asked
that the whole story should be kept secret pending the trial in which
Von der Goltz is to be a witness. This was for fear that certain people
implicated by the statement would take alarm and get away before
the trial. The press have been warned to print nothing for the present.
The Foreign Office are also keeping back their White Paper.
From a report by an American who has just been in Berlin, it seems
clear that Berlin is being cooked for neutral consumption. Not a single
wounded man is to be seen anywhere. Cheap and abundant food is
to be had in certain restaurants, and unlimited bread for the asking,
notwithstanding the regulations and bread cards.
A lady who met the American Military Attache told me something
of the last days before war was declared. At Baron Von Kiihlmann'sf
house, many incriminating papers were found which, of course, he
could not speak about. The Military Attache told her that he found
from Von Kiihlmann's papers that the Ambassador was only a figure-
head, and that all the real business was being done behind his back
between Von Kiihlmann and Berlin, and that Von Kiihlmann had
actually been sent to spy on and report on his chief to the Wilhelm-
strassse; that after this became known, Mr. Page, the American Am-
bassador, went to call upon his German colleague and found him
speechless with horror and disgust. He came down in his dressing
gown and could only pace up and down the room, saying: " But,
Mr. Page, Mr. Page." Evidently the German plan in sending Prince
Louis to London was that he was such a persona grata and such a
gentleman that he would gain English confidence and that Von
Kiihlmann would be behind him to do the job and take advantage
from it.
We met the Belgian Prince Alphonse de Chemay, who had a good
deal to say and said it well. He is of French birth, naturalised Belgian.
He said that he was an old and warm friend of England, but he thought
that our diplomacy had blundered much, because Sir Edward Grey
was not a trained diplomat. As an instance, he quoted what had
happened in Switzerland early in the war, when Von Biilow came
* See Jan. 6, Jan. 31, Feb. 8, Mar. 4 and Mar. 7.
f Dr. Richard von Kiihlmann, councillor of the German embassy in London.    1